
 

 

22nd July 2021 
 
Hon. Dr Clayton Bartolo 
Minister for Tourism and Consumer Protection  
 
RE: Malta Tourism Authority (MTA) Design Contest for Marsaskala 
 
As concerned citizens of Marsaskala we feel the need to write this letter to ensure that our 
worries about the ‘regeneration’ of our locality are taken into consideration. We feel we are 
being left in the dark regarding the many plans and developments in store for many parts of 
Marsaskala. We would not like to see these changes take place as we believe they will not 
benefit the residents and will not serve to attract more tourists to our village. 
 
In particular, we have strong reason to believe that the recently launched Malta Tourism 
Authority (MTA) Design Contest for Marsaskala was simply put in place to further certain 
business interests with complete disregard of the whole population at large. 
 
Almost a year ago, the mayor announced a sub-committee for the regeneration of Marsaskala. 
The people forming this sub-committee were chosen by the mayor himself, and for over two 
years, had been meeting and working on a variety of proposals for Marsaskala behind closed 
doors and in liaison with Infrastructure Malta and the MTA. This sub-committee was chaired 
by Mr Ray Abela. Other members included his cousin, Mr Eric Abela, with business interests in 
the Marsaskala square and surroundings, Mr Joseph Farrell, also with business interests in the 
Marsaskala square, Ms Angele Abela, head of a Minister’s secretariat, and the mayor himself. 
Angele Abela and Joseph Farrell left the sub-committee soon after its creation.  
 
The sub-committee was dissolved after pressure from residents. It had been found to be 
functioning behind residents’ backs, with no terms of reference, and illegally headed by a 
chairperson who was not a member of the local council. However, an MTA Design Contest for 
Marsaskala was announced soon after the sub-committee’s dissolution. We are convinced that 
this Design Contest seeks to carry out the ‘regeneration proposals’ that the sub-committee 
had plans for but could not push through as they had been caught out. Thus, we are very 
much concerned that the Design Contest is merely a cover-up for changes in Ġnien Sant’ Anna 
and its surroundings that the now defunct sub-committee planned to carry out to further their 
own business interests.  
 
The sub-committee’s proposals included plans to pedestrianise the area in front of the 
proposed boutique hotel owned by Eric Abela near Ġnien Sant’ Anna. This would see the 
redirection of traffic into and out of Marsaskala from Triq Santa Tereża, right beneath the 



 

 

public school and in front of the parish church, exposing many children and the elderly to high 
levels of traffic danger. Other plans included the taking over of the existing concrete 
hardstanding facility beneath the parish church currently used by boat owners during the 
winter season and by the general public and local clubs during the summer season. Under the 
guise of ‘embellishment’, take-up of this area would necessitate another concrete 
hardstanding facility on the other side of the bay, possibly involving land reclamation with 
unknown environmental consequences and further take-up of Marsaskala Bay, only to satisfy 
the private interests of the few.  
 
We are very wary that with the buzzwords ‘regeneration’ and ‘urban development’ will come 
ruin, concrete, dust, cranes and more parking problems, simply making Marsaskala another 
Paceville or Buġibba. We have had to endure the fear of ‘upgrades’ for the locality, including 
the massive apartment complex proposed for the ex-Jerma site, the infamous American 
University of Malta campus at Żonqor, and topping them all, the construction of a third water 
polo site, handed over to the water polo club through secret deals. These decisions were taken 
without community consultation. All these projects involve the take-up of public assets handed 
over to a couple of business interests. They threaten the fabric of our community and shrink 
the few remaining public spaces we can enjoy. We have reason to fear that this Design Contest 
is a continuation of the pattern whereby business interests acting behind the scenes are 
accommodated at the expense of our quality of life, wellbeing and environmental assets.  
 
Marsaskala should not be subjected to a competition issued by the MTA or any other entity. 
For this reason, we are demanding the cancellation of this sham Design Contest. Long-term 
plans must be made in full consultation with residents and be fully transparent. We therefore 
request a suitably long and open period of consultation whereby Marsaskala residents of all 
ages and backgrounds have the opportunity to voice their concerns and make suggestions as 
to what should feed into a Marsaskala Holistic Plan. Every opportunity needs to be created for 
any interested resident and visitor to communicate aspirations and ideas in various fora, and 
for these to be appropriately considered and evaluated in the act of drawing up plans for 
Marsaskala’s future. 
 
We, the residents of Marsaskala, value our quality of life, the relatively quiet character of our 
village and our community, and do not subscribe to the mantra of development at all cost. 
These projects and others are a detriment to many, and we feel ignored but are determined 
to be heard. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
obo 
Concerned Marsaskala Residents 
 
 
CC:  Hon. Prime Minister, Dr Robert Abela  

Hon. Minister Dr Aaron Farrugia 
 
 

 

 


