
Hon. Dr Robert Abela 

Prime Minister 

Auberge de Castille 

Valletta 

 

CC:  Hon. Dr Owen Bonnici, Minister for Education and Employment; Hon. Dr Aaron Farrugia, 

Minister for the Environment, Climate Change and Planning 

 

11th May 2020 

 

RE: Proposal by the Education Ministry to build a Waterpolo Pitch and a Clubhouse in 

Marsascala 

 

There is no Marsascala B 

 

Recent developments in the construction industry in Malta have raised a lot of concerns 

among the Maltese people especially those individuals that are more environmentally 

conscious. These include projects that brought about the uprooting of old trees, a vast number 

of ODZ areas opened up for development and last but not least the land reclamation projects 

both on a small and large scale. With particular interest to us, as Marsascala residents, is the 

proposal by the Ministry for Education and Employment of a waterpolo pitch and a clubhouse 

in Triq is-Salini (PA/00987/17), an Outside Development Zone. 

 

The number of objections submitted by the general public to Planning Authority, regarding 

this project, was substantial and must not be ignored. Public land and sea belong to the 

general public. The provision of additional public urban open spaces and the public enjoyment 

of the natural seashore should be encouraged and not compromised for further development. 

To this end, we truly believe that the proposal of this development in our village does not 

enhance public use of bathing areas but indeed seeks to discourage residents and visitors 

from making use of the natural sea environment, given that the proposed area would be 

occupied by the building itself, a concreted floor slab and activities involved with this 

development. We also want to express our concerns about the huge impact this would have 

on our traffic and parking problems, noise pollution in a completely residential area and also 

our fear of an unfolding coastline development which will lead to the detriment of the natural 

and cultural resources of Marsascala. Therefore, we ask you and your government to 

reconsider this proposal to avoid further eradication of our remaining coastal villages such as 

ours. 

 

As Marsascala residents, we do understand the need of proper sports facilities for our village 

and in particular our waterpolo club, however we are of the strong opinion that this should 

not be carried out irresponsibly and at the expense of our sea habitat. The site currently 

occupied by the ex-national waterpolo pitch is an area which is actually designated for the 

provision of sports facilities. This already committed area is substantial and a proper proposal 

for an upgrading of this site would benefit the whole community of Marsascala and the South 

of Malta. The waterpolo facilities can generously be accommodated within such a sports 

complex in addition with public urban open spaces and proper parking provisions. This site 

would constitute a win win situation to the sports community as well as the natural heritage 



of this village and the surrounding areas. It is therefore clear that this site would be a more 

adequate zone where to propose such a development as this would mean leaving green open 

spaces accessible to the general public, marine life thriving and providing the waterpolo sports 

club with an appropriate complex, without creating a further development burden on this 

village and its natural habitat. Moreover, in Triq iż-Żonqor, there already exists an open 

waterpolo pitch. It is therefore very worrying to actually see that the Ministry is proposing 

another waterpolo pitch just in front of an existing one. 

 

This development will have very negative effects on Marsascala Bay, ones that will be 

irreversible and that will change the face of this village forever, not to mention the effect on 

scuba diving happening in our waters. The impacts that this project intervention will have on 

the seabed will also result in a variability of sea flows affecting the tal-Magħluq area which is 

a protected natural habitat. This matter should not be taken lightly and any possible negative 

effect on sea species should not even be considered let alone be allowed. In addition to this, 

and in reply to this development proposal, the Superintendent of Cultural Heritage added on 

the fact that the site in question is located in an area of high archaeological sensitivity within 

the Bay of Marsaskala, indicating that there is a risk that ground disturbance in this area may 

negatively impact cultural heritage of the surrounding area. 

 

It is therefore very understandable that we, Marsascala residents, are therefore very concerned 

that this project will have irreversible consequences on our natural environment, a crucial 

component of the assets of our village. We note your broad agreement with this point, in light 

of your decision to bring together environment and planning under one minister. We truly feel 

this provides a clear statement of intent that the new administration intends to tackle the 

rampant over-development and the dangers this has posed to the natural environment over 

the past few years. To this end, we expect that the first priority, therefore, is to ensure that 

every action and every bureaucratic planning process in the new Ministry reflects this intention. 

This would mean ensuring greater scrutiny and transparency of the actions taken by the 

Planning Commission and the Planning Board. 

 

While the environment has received minimal attention in the recent years, we call on you as 

the Prime Minister of Malta and your government to tackle the root causes of an unfolding 

tragedy of Marsascala Bay and the surrounding natural habitats of Marsascala and do what is 

required to protect our future generations and nature, including meaningful reductions of 

Marsascala’s peak construction boom, while we are still in time. Now, more than ever, we 

should treasure our cultural and natural resources because these are the only way of how 

Malta can truly re-emerge with a sustainable tourism industry. 

 

There is no Marsascala B. 

 

Signed by Marsascala residents [residents.marsascala@gmail.com]: 
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